INTRODUCTION
The Ruben Hancock S i t e (41TV875) i s l o c a t e d on t h e c e n t e r l i n e of t h e e x t e n s i o n of Parmer Lane. This extension begins a t FM 1325 (Burnet Road) and t e r m i n a t e s a t FM 620. The s i t e was found d u r i n g a survey of t h e right-of-way conducted by t h e a u t h o r on t h e 9 t h of August, 1984. Other s i t e s w e r e found d u r i n g t h e survey b u t were too e p h e m e r a l o r t o o d i sturbed t o warrant f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n . It was judged a t t h e t i m e of t h e survey t h a t t h e Ruben Hancock S i t e , because of i t s undisturbed condit i o n and t h e presence of m e t a l and g l a s s a r t i f a c t s , warranted f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n . It was suggested t h a t t h e t e s t i n g c o n s i s t of a m e t a l d e t e c t o r survey.
The metal d e t e c t o r survey i n d i c a t e d t h e presence of b u r i e d m e t a l i c a r t if a c t s i n a c o r e a r e a . The r e s u l t s i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e r e a r e both exposed and b u r i e d f e a t u r e s a t t h e s i t e (Appendix I ) . I n accordance w i t h Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties (36 CFR, P a r t 800), p r e s c r i b e d and endorsed by t h e F e d e r a l Highway Administration, and i n concurrence w i t h t h e O f f i c e of t h e S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r , a f f e c t e d s i t e s were e v a l u a t e d w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e i r p o t e n t i a l f o r e l i g i b i l i t y f o r i n c l u s i o n w i t h i n t h e National
R e g i s t e r of M i s t o r i c P l a c e s . The s i t e s l i k e w i s e were e v a l u a t e d f o r t h e i r s u i t a b i l i t y as s t a t e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l landmarks s i n c e t h e y w i l l b e on s t a t e land once t h e right-of-way h a s been purchased and w i l l f a l l under t h e a e g i s of t h e Texas A n t i q u i t i e s Code.
SITE DESCRIPTION AND ENVIRONMENT
The s i t e i s s i t u a t e d on t h e l e f t bank of Walnut Creek n e a r i t s head. It i s l o c a t e d a t t h e f o o t of a low h i l l a d j a c e n t t o t h e c r e e k . Evidence of c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s a t t h e time of s i t e occupation and subsequently s e r v e t o d e f i n e t h e s i t e boundaries. The s i t e i s bounded on t h e n o r t h by an abandoned east-west road which c r o s s e s t h e creek. The e a s t boundary consists of a shallow d i t c h o r t r e n c h f o r a b u r i e d sewer l i n e c u t i n t o l i m es t o n e bedrock. The south boundary c o n s i s t s of a barbed w i r e f e n c e , and t h e w e s t boundary i s i n p a r t a s t o n e yard fence and abandoned wood o r barbed w i r e fence l i n e i n d i c a t e d by a l i n e a r growth of hackberry t r e e s . The highest p o i n t of t h e s i t e i s t h e n o r t h e a s t corner; t h e s i t e s l o p e s t o t h e southwest.
The west boundary runs p a r a l l e l t o t h e creek.
S o i l s a t t h e s i t e are a l l u v i a l -c o l l u v i a l . The d e p o s i t i n c r e a s e s i n depth from n o n e x i s t e n t on t h e e a s t s i d e of t h e s i t e where c r e t a c e o u s limestone bedrock is exposed t o approximately 2 t o 3 f t . n e a r t h e c r e e k . The d e p o s i t c o n s i s t s of sandy loam and l i g h t c l a y o r i g i n a t i n g from overbank d e p o s i t i o n from t h e c r e e k and slope-wash o f f t h e a d j a c e n t h i l l . The d e p o s i t s c o n t a i n small (2 t o 3 mm i n diameter) limestone pebbles.
Vegetation on t h e s i t e c o n s i s t s of l a r g e and s m a l l l i v e oaks, j u n i p e r s , h a c k b e r r i e s , s m a l l e r shrubs, and a v a r i e t y of s h o r t g r a s s e s and f o r b s .
Hackberries tend t o form alignments along former f e n c e l i n e s . The a r e a e a s t of t h e s i t e w a s a former plowed f i e l d and hence i s covered i n a v a r i e t y of s h o r t and t a l l g r a s s e s and f o r b s . Southeast of t h e s i t e i s a b a s e b a l l complex s e r v i n g t h e Waters Park area. Adjacent a r e a s t o t h e s o u t h , w e s t , and n o r t h a r e wooded. C u l t u r a l f e a t u r e s v i s i b l e on t h e s u r f a c e of t h e s i t e i n c l u d e a s t o n e -l i n e d , hand-dug w e l l a t t h e e a s t e r n margin of t h e s i t e . Approximately 20 f t . w e s t is a galvanized p i p e h o l e of a d r i l l e d w e l l . S t i l l f a r t h e r w e s t i s a n o l d f e n c e d i v i d i n g t h e s i t e i n h a l f . Adjacent t o t h e d r i l l e d w e l l on t h e east s i d e of t h e fence is a s m a l l pen formed by barbed w i r e and cedar ( j u n i p e r ) p o s t fencing. One p o s t i n t h e fence c o n t a i n s many c u t n a i l s .
A t t h e northwest c o r n e r of t h e s i t e i s a low, dry-laid s t o n e w a l l , probably t h e lower segment of a p o s t and barbed w i r e fence running e a s twest about 40 f t . and north-south about 80 f t . Along t h e n o r t h margin of t h e s i t e i s a c l e a r swale r e p r e s e n t i n g an abandoned road.
A r t i f a c t u a l evidence of occupation a l s o is found a t t h e s i t e . This evidence c o n s i s t s of numerous t i n cans and p i e c e s of s h e e t i r o n a d j a c e n t t o t h e hand-dug w e l l , a c o n c e n t r a t i o n of barbed w i r e and b a r r e l hoops a t one p o i n t on t h e barbed wire f e n c e , and t h i n l y s c a t t e r e d p i e c e s of w i r e and s h e e t i r o n i n o t h e r a r e a s of t h e s i t e . One g l a s s s h e r d and one p l a i n w h i t e pearlware sherd were a l s o observed on t h e s u r f a c e . The only d i a g n o s t i c a r t i f a c t s observed were t h e c u t n a i l s i n t h e f e n c e post s u g g e s t i n g a pre-1890 c o n s t r u c t i o n .
A map of t h e s i t e , i l l u s t r a t i n g t h e g r i d and t h e r e s u l t s of t h e m e t a l d e t e c t o r survey, i s shown i n F i g . 1. RESULTS OF TESTING Although t h e s i t e a p p e a r s t o b e bounded as p r e v i o u s l y d e s c r i b e d , t h e metal d e t e c t o r i n d i c a t e s a much s m a l l e r area of i n t e n s i v e o c c u p a t i o n ,
a n a r e a 140 by 100 f t . t h e metal d e t e c t o r was unable t o d e t e c t i n d i v i d u a l n a i l s and strands of barbed w i r e . No h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n of h i t s was d e t e c t e d i n an area o f ' t h e s i t e thought t o b e , from s u r f i c i a l a l l i g n m e n t s of s t o n e , t h e l o c a l i t y of t h e house. The m e t a l d e t e c t o r d i d i n d i c a t e , however, t h e p r e s e n c e of c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of m e t a l l i c o b j e c t s which was t h e purpose of t h e t e s t .
RESULTS OF ARCHIVAL RESEARCH
At the present time over 2100 pages of archival material have been collected relating to this site and the sites in the nearby Waters Park community. It is felt that a detailed summary of this material is more appropriate to the final report than to the research design.
However, the area under consideration was a part of Stephen F. Austin's last empresario grant and was known as Austin's Little Colony.
Although there were many land grants in the area, virtually none of the land in Travis County was occupied before 1840. The particular land in question was apparently not occupied until after the Cival War. For some time the land title was unclear, evidently muddied by the Chandler claim. In any event, the land was owned prior to 1900 by Ruben Hancock and his heirs (Travis County Deed Records, 
OBJECTIVES AND METHODS OF INVESTIGATION
The o b j e c t i v e s of m i t i g a t i o n a r e numerous because of t h e n a t u r e of t h e r e s o u r c e t o be m i t i g a t e d . When one i s d e a l i n g w i t h an h i s t o r i c s i t e , one h a s a much wider range of c u l t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l d a t a a v a i l a b l e t h a n one would have w i t h a p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e . Therefore, t h e o b j e c t i v e s a r e somewhat d i f f e r e n t t h a n one would propose w i t n e s s accounts of e v e n t s i n t h e a r e a , r a i l r o a d r e c o r d s , photographs, and more. The s i t e i t s e l f c o n t a i n s d i s c r e t e f e a t u r e s , a v a r i e t y of a r t if a c t s , and h o r i z o n t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s t h a t provide much c u l t u r a l d a t a .
Among t h e o b j e c t i v e s of m i t i g a t i o n of t h e s i t e a r e t h e following:

To provide a chain of deed r e c o r d s of s a l e s and purchases f o r t h e p r o p e r t y involved.
To provide a n h i s t o r i c a l background i n c l u d i n g as much b i o g r a p h i c a l and g e n e a l o g i c a l information as p o s s i b l e .
To a s s o c i a t e t h e s i t e w i t h t h e Afro-American-Texas and C e n t r a l Texas contemporary s t u d y u n i t s as d e f i n e d i n Brown et al. (1982). 4. To c o l l e c t informant d a t a on t h e c u l t u r a l l i f e a t t h e Waters Park
community.
To d e f i n e s p a t i a l and c u l t u r a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s f o r s i t e s involved i n t h e p r o j e c t area and Waters Park; A 6 . To d i s c u s s t h e a r c h i t e c t u r e of t h e s i t e .
To d e f i n e t h e h o r i z o n t a l o r s p a t i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h i n t h e s i t e , compared t o t h e o t h e r s i t e s i n t h e a r e a and compared t o s i t e s i n o t h e r a r e a s where a p p r o p r i a t e s t u d i e s have been conducted.
. To d e f i n e p a t t e r n s of a r t i f a c t t y p e f r e q u e n c i e s f o r t h e s i t e and
compare t h e r e s u l t s t o o t h e r sites.
To d i s c u s s t h e market system u t i l i z e d by t h e s i t e occupants w i t h regard t o a r t i f a c t s o u r c e s , both l o c a l and n a t i o n a l .
To examine c e r t a i n a r t i f a c t c a t e g o r i e s w i t h regard t o t h e i r express i o n of r e l a t i v e wealth o r s t a t u s .
To d i s c u s s family and demographic p a t t e r n s i n r e l a t i o n t o o t h e r
a r e a s of n i n e t e e n t h century America.
To d i s c u s s s u b s i s t e n c e a s r e f l e c t e d by a r t i f a c t s and o r g a n i c m a t e r i a l s a t t h e s i t e s .
In o r d e r t o r e a l i z e t h e s e o b j e c t i v e s , a v a r i e t y of methods w i l l be u t i l i z e d . A t t h e p r e s e n t time a moderate amount of a r c h i v a l d a t a h a s To achieve O b j e c t i v e 6 , t h e f e a t u r e s w i l l be exposed, photographed, drawn, O b j e c t i v e 8 can b e achieved by c a t a l o g i n g a r t i f a c t s i n p r e e s t a b l i s h e d c a t e g o r i e s (South 1977) , q u a n t i f y i n g them, and comparing them t o a r t i f a c t p a t t e r n s d e f i n e d i n t h e e x i s t i n g l i t e r a t u r e . The a c t u a l i z a t i o n of Object i v e 9 i n v o l v e s t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of p l a c e of manufacture of a s many a r t i f a c t s as p o s s i b l e . This procedure i s r e l a t i v e l y easy f o r ceramics and b o t t l e s . Many of t h e s e w i l l r e p r e s e n t n a t i o n a l brands, w h i l e some w i l l p e r t a i n t o l o c a l d i s t r i b u t o r s . Again, t h i s information c a n be q u a n t i f i e d and compared t o o t h e r s i t e s . O b j e c t i v e 10 i s l i k e w i s e r e l a t i v e l y easy t o d e a l w i t h . C e r t a i n kinds of ceramics, f o r example, a r e known t o have been l e s s expensive t h a n o t h e r s ; t h e same i s t r u e w i t h l i q u o r s , art g l a s s , and o t h e r items i n g e n e r a l use. The presence/absence of c e r t a i n t y p e s of a r t i f a c t s , as 
and compared t o similar f e a t u r e s s t i l l s t a n d i n g a t o t h e r sites, v i s i b l e i n h i s t o r i c photographs, and otherwise documented, i n o r d e r t o develop a s complete a r c h i t e c t u r a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n as p o s s i b l e . O b j e c t i v e 7 w i l l be achieved through t h e g r i d d i n g of t h e s i t e and excavation o r s u r f a c e c o l l e c t i o n of t h e m a t e r i a l . This procedure w i l l b e done v i a t h e e s t a b l i s hment of g r i d s ( i n t h e English measurement system, s i n c e t h i s was t h e system used t o c o n s t r u c t t h e s i t e ) and t h e passing of
The o b j e c t i v e s of m i t i g a t i o n h e r e i n l i s t e d have, as t h e i r common g o a l , t h e development of information on (1) t h e l e v e l of i n t e g r a t i o n of t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e a r e a i n t o n a t i o n a l and l o c a l markets,(2) m a t e r i a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n s of e t h n i c i t y and s o c i a l s t a t u s , and ( 3 ) h o r i z o n t a l patt e r n i n g of a r t i f a c t s and t h e f u n c t i o n a l p a t t e r n of a r t i f a c t s as a mani-
f e s t a t i o n of c u l t u r e . Other g o a l s i n c l u d e t h e development of a l o c a l h i s t o r y of t h e p r o j e c t a r e a , encompassing land t r a n s a c t i o n s , p a t t e r n s of i n h e r i t a n c e , family r e l a t i o n s h i p p a t t e r n s , demography of t h e area, and s u b s i s t e n c e .
EXCAVATION STRATEGY
The initial placement of units to be excavated will be determined utilizing data obtained from evaluation of the evidence of features visible on the surface as well as from data obtained from the metal detector survey. All units will be excavated to culturally sterile soil (a depth which is estimated to be less than 1 ft.).
(1) Excavation units will be standard 5-ft. units oriented to the centerline of the Parmer Lane extension. The centerline runs east to west through the site. A highway station marker will be used as the primary datum.
(2) Excavation units will be given directional and incremental designations.
(3) Initial excavation will focus on known features such as the hand-dug well and the yard fence. The well will be excavated as a feature and an attempt will be made to locate trash deposits associated with the fence. The locating and identifying of structures will be the focus of a number of prospecting units to be dug at 20-ft.
intervals. The placement of these units will be designed to traverse the site until the location of any structures present is known. This endeavor will be aided by metal detection data produced in the testing phase of the project.
(4) If and when evidence of structures is located, excavation units will be chosen which will explore the structure's size and configuration, as well as provide for artifact recovery and acquisition of other cultural data.
(5) It is estimated that approximately 50 to 75 units will be excavated to provide for obtaining data as outlined in this research design.
(6) Selected units will be excavated to greater depths in order to prospect for evidence of prehistoric occupation at the site. 
A f t e r completion of t h e f i n a l r e p o r t , a r t i f a c t s and n o t e s produced by t h i s p r o j e c t w i l l b e provided t o t h e Texas A n t i q u i t i e s Committee f o r d i s p o s i t i o n as p e r agreement.
The r e p o r t w i l l be w r i t t e n i n t h e most e x p e d i t i o u s manner p o s s i b l e and w i l l b e p r i n t e d i n s u f f i c i e n t q u a n t i t y t o s a t i s f y a l l requirements. A s a p a r t of t h e r e p o r t i n g procedures, t h e media w i l l b e n o t i f i e d of t h e p r o j e c t , and i t i s expected t h a t t h e publ i c w i l l b e aware of t h e p r o j e c t through newspaper and t e l e v i s i o n coverage.
